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What Now?

The midterm election has come and gone The
seemingly intermingble television ads are thankfully
gone and replaced by pundis explaining the whys
and therefores of the election.

One thing is clear: the voters wanted change
and change they will ge&. For the first time since
1994, Democrats will control both the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senae. As the Democrats move
to assume these new powers, there is onething they
should not do and onething they should do.

Wha Democrats should not do is use Con-
gress to rake Republicans over the cods and investi-
gae wha went wrong in Irag, in the govenment@
responge to Katring in ethics violationsin Congress,
or in other past failures. It will be tempting to do so.
Making the Bush administration look bad and expos-
ing whaever missteps it and the congressiond Re-
publicans have made might hdp the Democrats lay
the groundwork for a 2008 takeover of the White
House.

But doing so would continue the hypea-parti-
sanship tha has divided Washington into hodile,
warring camps and has blocked progress on many
urgent problems. Future historians and other scholars
will pass judgnent on the Bush administration and
wha it has doneright and wha it has donewrong.
Trying to score partisan points by highlighting past
failures does notyield answers to present problems.

Wha the Democrats should do with thar
new-found power is to work in a bipartisan manner
with the Bush administration and congressiond Re-
publicans to put forward a postive program of re-
form and change We as a naion need new policiesin
Iraq, tight new ethics rules for Congress, immigration
reform tha dedls realigtically and jugly with the mil-
lions of undowmented aliens aready living in our
county, hedth-care reform tha provides insurance
for the millions now without insurance, and an en-
ergy policy tha moves us away from increasing de-
pendence on imported oil and hdps meet the chd-
lengeof globd warming.
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With dim Democratic mgjorities in Congress
and with the Republicans still in control of the White
House, progress in meeting urgent problems can only
occur through bipartisan coopeation. Tha coopea
tion, in turn, can only occur if both parties put a sin-
cere search for policy solutions ahead of partisan
oneupmanship.

On eection night, one TV commentator sug-
gested that the Democratic Congress will probably
pass a strong bill funding embryonic stem-cell re-
search in the expectation tha President Bush will
veto it. Tha would then give Democarats, in his opin-
ion, agreat campagn issuefor 2008 Thisisthe exact
sort of partisan game that both the Democratic Con-
gress and the Republican White House need to reject.

Some may bdieve tha | am hopdessy na-
sve to think that bipartisan coopeation and afocuson
real solutionsto real problems is even possible. Are
you not asking politicians to stop beng politicians?
With a presidential election coming up in two years
how can you expect Democrats and Republicans not
to try to wring partisan advantage out of every issue
tha comesalong?

But politics mug be about more than politics.
Politics as a seeking after amore jud order in sodety
oughtto be about more than politics as the pursuit of
power. The God-intended nature of politics is about
working for a more jus sodety tha seeks the com-
mon good, protects the weak and vulnerable, and pro-
motes peace and recondliation abroad.

A strong democracy depends upon there be-
ing political leaders who are willing to lay aside par-
tisanship and to govan Qrour people in righteous-
ness, your afflicted ones with justice,Oas Psalm 72
expressesit. May such leadersin both the Democratic
and Republican parties step forward.

N Stephen V. Monsna, Research Fellow
TheHenry Inditute, Calvin College
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