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The Religious Right is Breaking Up

Something nev and important is emerging on
the American political scene The old religiousright
is breaking up. It is no longe a unified movement
marked by an invariably conservative stance on a
limited number of sodal issues such as abortion and
same-sex marriage. New leaders are arising. They are
emphasizing new issues and not always taking politi-
cally congervative postions

A recent spae of articles and bookstakes note of
this developing trend. David Kirkparick@ article,
O'he Evangdical Crack-upOappeared in The New
York Times Magazine. ThebooksindudeFaith in the
Halls of Power, by Michael Lindssy, and Heroic
Conservatism, by Michagl Gerson, President Bush@
former speechwriter.

| welcome thistrend, but | bdieve there is danger
aswell ashopein it. First thehope

New leaders are adding new issues to the public
policy agenda of concerned ChristiangN issues such
as povety, disease, protection of God@ creation, and
peace. These are issues aboutwhich the Bible is al'so
concernedN and we should be too. The breakup of
the religiousright is aso leading to a reexamination
of the predictably conservative stances tha therelig-
iousright adopted onissues such as suppot for lower
taxes and the death pendty, the denia of globd cli-
mate change and oppostion to additiond regulations
on the private ownership of guns This trend, too, is
to bewelcomed.

But | bdieve there are also dangea's present in the
breakup of the old religious right One is tha many
politically active Christians may simply lurch from
the right to the left, leaving behind a solidly conser-
vative agenda only to wed themselves to a solidly
liberal agenda

A seconddange may appear at first glance notto
beadanger at all. It istha politically involved Chris-
tians will become comfortable moving between con-
servative and liberal policy postions adoping con-
servative postions on some issues and suppoting
liberal postionson others. They might, on the one
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hand, suppot congervative positionson abortion and
defense of the traditiond family and, on the other
hand, choo® to back libera postions on protection
of the environment and in suppot of welfare pro-
grams for the poor.

This admittedly is far beter than tying oneself
completely to either the conservative or the libera
policy agenda But if Christians merely switch back
and forth between what conservatives and liberals are
offering and not develop distinctive policy positions
shgped by abiblically based worldview, we will miss
an oppotunity to be the salt and light tha the world
despeately needs and tha our Lord has caled usto
be

The great need is to apply a Christian world-
view to today@ contentious public policy issues and
thereby come up with something new and distinctive
to contribute to current public policy debaes. As we
do this, we will find ourselves not walking in lock-
step with the public pdicy postionsof eithe liberals
or congervatives.

Key to a Christian worldview is commitment to
biblicaly rooted prindples such as judice, solidarity
with al those in need, and the integrity of independ-
ent civil-sodety inditutions such as families,
churches, and nonpofit sodal-service organizations
We need Christian scholars, political activists, and
organizationdN as _well as thoughtful individud
Chrigtian citizendN who will think through basic
prindples such as these and apply them carefully to
today@ contentiouspolicy issues. We will then bein
a postion to make a contribution to our naion(@ pub-
lic policy debaes by offering policy optionstha are
more prindpled and thoughtul than those now beng
served up by both the political left and the political
right

N Stephen V. Monsna, Research Fellow
The Henry Institute, Calvin College
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